Faculty/Departement: Humanities/Philosophy
Seminar/Institute: Institute for Jewish Philosophy and Religion
Pending approval of external funding Universität Hamburg invites applications for a Research
Associate for the project “Jewish Moralistic Writings of the Early Modern Period: 1600–1800” in
accordance with Section 28 subsection 3 of the Hamburg Higher Education Act (Hamburgisches
Hochschulgesetz, HmbHG). The position commences on October 1, 2018.
It is remunerated at the salary level TV-L 13 and calls for 29,25 work hours per week.
The fixed-term nature of this contract is based upon Section 2 of the Academic Fixed-Term Labor Contract Act (Wissenschaftszeitvertragsgesetz, WissZeitVG). The term is fixed to June 30,
2020.
The University aims to increase the number of women in research and teaching and explicitly
encourages qualified women to apply. Equally qualified female applicants will receive preference in accordance with the Hamburg Equality Act (Hamburgisches Gleichstellungsgesetz,
HmbGleiG).
Responsibilities:
Duties include academic services in the project named above. Research associates can also pursue independent research and further academic qualifications.
Specific Duties:
The PhD candidate will be a member of the Emmy Noether Junior Research Group “Jewish
Moralistic Writings of the Early Modern Period: 1600–1800” funded by the German Research
Foundation. The vast body of Jewish moralistic writings (known as musar in Hebrew) constitutes one of the most popular, yet understudied corpora of Jewish literature. The group’s objective is to compile an inventory that systematically documents musar-writings that were composed between 1600 and 1800. The inventory aims at presenting the diversity of musar, identifying different schools, literary genres, and literary strategies. The joint project will be supplemented by individual studies that will give the group’s members the opportunity to evaluate
the data brought together in the inventory.
The successful applicant will contribute to the preparation of the corpus of Hebrew musarwritings of the inventory, and pursue an individual research project on a topic related to the
project’s thematic focus.

* Full-time positions currently comprise 39 hours per week.

Requirements:
A university degree in a relevant field.
Graduate students with an M.A. degree in a relevant field, who focus on Early Modern Jewish
History, Jewish Thought, the History of the Hebrew Book, or other subjects related to the project, and who have a keen interest in current theoretical trends in the humanities and social
sciences (textual criticism, gender, the study of emotions etc.), as well as interdisciplinary approaches, are encouraged to apply. The successful candidate will have an excellent knowledge
of Hebrew and English. Proficiency in other languages relevant for the project is desirable. The
candidate should have a high degree of personal responsibility and be willing to work closely
with the other members of the group.
Severely disabled applicants will receive preference over equally qualified non-disabled applicants.
For further information, please contact Patrick B. Koch or consult our website at
https://www.philosophie.uni-hamburg.de/en/jewish-philosophy/forschung/emmynoether.html
Applications should include a cover letter, curriculum vitae, copies of degree certificate(s), a research proposal (no longer than three pages) that outlines intended research and its relevance
for the project, as well as two letters of recommendation (to be sent directly to Patrick B. Koch,
see contact below). The application deadline is May 15, 2018. Please send applications to: patrick.benjamin.koch@uni-hamburg.de.

* Full-time positions currently comprise 39 hours per week.

