
Martin Kesting | Sprachenzentrum

German as a Foreign Language (GFL) Courses 
at Hamburg University



“I would rather decline two drinks than 
one German adjective.” 

― Mark Twain 
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GFL courses at UHH:
▪ Courses open to students/members of all departments of UHH.
▪ GFL courses are free of charge
▪ Courses on CEFR levels A1-C1. 



▪ German courses are offered by two departments of UHH:

ALLGEMEINSPRACHEN
(in cooperation with VHS)

Courses on levels A1 and A2

Sprachenzentrum

Courses on levels B1 - C1
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GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department 
Courses at Hamburg University in cooperation with Volkshochschule
Hamburg
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GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department

▪ Courses on the levels A1 and A2 modeled on the 
language proficiency levels developed by the 
Council of Europe's CEFR (Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages).

▪ Free of charge for students of Universität Hamburg.

▪ Certificate of participation detailing grade and 
number of credit points.
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http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/Cadre1_en.asp


GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department

When?

Courses during the semester:  

▪ WiSe: October to January

▪ SuSe: April to July

Pre-semester intensive courses:

▪ WiSe: October

▪ SuSe: March

Where?

▪ Classsroom courses on campus 

(Von-Melle-Park, Allende-Platz, 
Gorch-Fock-Wall)

▪ Online courses on zoom

25.09.2023 GFL courses at UHH 7



GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department
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GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department
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GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department
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Additional learning and 
communication possibilities
within our blended learning
concept.

SprachCommSy – the virtual learning platform of the General Languages



GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department
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Registration:

▪ By online registration form on www.sprachkurse-hochschule.de .

▪ Registration period for intensive courses: 18 Sept. 2023, 12 pm – 2 
October 2023, 12 pm.

▪ Registration period for semester courses: 11 October 2023, 12 pm – 23 
October 2023, 12 pm.

http://www.sprachkurse-hochschule.de/


GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department

25.09.2023 GFL courses at UHH 12



GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department
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You need the following to register successfully:

▪ Student ID number: If unknown, please enter 99999.

▪ Certificate of studies: Proof of enrollment from your university. 
Staff should render a signed letter from institution.

▪ Credit or placement certificate: Credit certificate of prior course or 
result of placement test of the Language Center or Cornelsen online 
test (scan or photograph).



GFL Courses At Allgemeinsprachen Department
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▪ Homepage: www. www.uni-
hamburg.de/en/allgemeinsprachen/kurse/deutsch-als-
fremdsprache.html

▪ E-Mail: daf@sprachkurse-hochschule.de

▪ Contact: Alexander Krussig, Maria Stenico and Kerstin Wittke
▪ We are happy to help … and preferably by e-mail we are there for you promptly.

http://www.urse-hochschule.de/
http://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/allgemeinsprachen/kurse/deutsch-als-fremdsprache.html
mailto:daf@sprachkurse-hochschule.de


GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum (language Center) 
Courses open to students/members of all departments of UHH on CEFR 

levels B1-C1.
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

Who can take our courses?

▪ All regular students at UHH 

▪ Participants in exchange programs (Erasmus etc.)

▪ Visiting scientists and UHH staff

25.09.2023 GFL courses at UHH 16



GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

▪ Courses are free of charge.

▪ Courses in the semester with 2 SWS (90 min) per week or 4 SWS (180 
min) per week.

▪ Intensive courses in February/March and September/October before
the start of the semester.

▪ Graded courses with 3 ECTS (2 SWS courses) or 6 ECTS points (4 SWS 
courses).

25.09.2023 GFL courses at UHH 17



GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

▪ Standard language courses (B1 and B2, split into B1.1/B1.2, B21.1/B2.2)

▪ Study and job related courses (e.g. presentations, academic writing
etc.)

▪ Intercultural competence/cultural studies (film, music, aspects of
German culture etc.)

▪ Test preparation: DSH and TestDaF
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

Standard language course:

▪ 4 hours/week (=2x90 minutes)

▪ Use of text books

▪ 6 ECTS

▪ Objective: Enhance general language proficiency
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

Study and job related courses:

▪ Usually 2hours/week (=1x90 minutes)

▪ Text books and other material

▪ 3 ECTS

▪ Objective: Obtain specialized skills necessary in 
academic and professional environment
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

Intercultural competence/cultural studies:

▪ Usually 2 hours/week (=1x90 minutes)

▪ 3 ECTS

▪ Use of a variety of materials

▪ Objective: Intercultural competence, role reflection, 
cultural knowledge
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

25.09.2023 GFL courses at UHH 22

https://www.uni-
hamburg.de/sprachen
zentrum.html

▪ Contact: 
daf.sz@uni-
hamburg.de

https://www.uni-hamburg.de/sprachenzentrum.html
mailto:daf.sz@uni-hamburg.de


GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

In order to register successfully:

▪ Submit proof of your CEFR language proficiency
level. 
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Proof of Proficiency:
- Placement Test

- Standardized Certificate



GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

There are two options:

▪ Take the level placement test at SZ

▪ Submit a standardized certificate ( such as
Goethe-Institut-Zertifikat, TestDaF, Telc etc.) 
as a PDF scan to sz@uni-hamburg.de, if
already obtained.
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Proof of Proficiency:
- Placement Test

- Standardized Certificate

mailto:sz@uni-hamburg.de


GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

Placement test

▪ When: From 4 September 2023

▪ How: Digitally via C-Test on OpenOlat

▪ Link to how to take the test: https://www.uni-
hamburg.de/sprachenzentrum/daf/einstufung-anmeldung/einstufungstest-deutsch-
openolat.pdf
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https://www.uni-hamburg.de/sprachenzentrum/daf/einstufung-anmeldung/einstufungstest-deutsch-openolat.pdf


GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

No prior registration to the placement test necessary, but you need:

▪ STiNE admission

▪ Student ID or some proof you enrolled at UHH.
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

In case you do not have a STiNE admission (yet): 

▪ Get in touch with our office. 

▪ Please state - if available - your student-ID-number (Matrikelnummer) 
and please attach the letter of acceptance (Zulassungsbescheid) of 
Hamburg University.
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https://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/sprachenzentrum/daf/kontaktseite/kontaktformular-daf.html


GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

▪ Registration is only possible if 
you obtained proof of the level 
required.
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Proof of Proficiency submitted: 

- Standardized certificate

-Placement test



GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

▪ Check STiNE page for information
on registration periods (next
registration period starts 16 
October and ends 26 October 2023).

▪ Then register via STiNE for the
desired course.
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Proof of Proficiency submitted: 

- Standardized certificate

-Placement test

Reached required CEFR level:

- Register for respective course via 
STINE



GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

▪ Once you registered successfully, 
you can participate in the course.
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Proof of Proficiency submitted: 

- Standardized certificate

- Placement test

Reached required CEFR level:

- Register for respective course via 
STINE

Participate in course.



GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum | Registration

▪ If you were not able register via 
STiNE for some reason, please use
our contact form on our homepage.

▪ State your name, matriculation
number, desired course and reason
you could not register via STiNE. We
will then try to register you
manually.
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Proof of Proficiency submitted: 

- Standardized certificate

- Placement test

Reached required CEFR level:

- Register for respective course via 
STINE

Registration via STiNE not possible:

- Contact our office.

Participate in course.

https://www.uni-hamburg.de/sprachenzentrum/daf/kontaktseite/kontaktformular-daf.html


GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

▪ You will receive information about course details, platforms, 
passwords etc. from your teachers prior to the start of the classes
via STINE mail.

▪ Grades and points are directly transfered to STiNE study list in 
student´s STINE accounts once you successfully completed the
course.
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GFL Courses At Sprachenzentrum

Other offers:

▪ Events for and with students (Poetry Slam)

▪ Podcast with various topics
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