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Welcome Aboard  
service for newly appointed professors 

Welcome to Universität Hamburg! The Service for Newly Appointed 

Professors supports you and your family as you plan your move to 

Hamburg. It can help you get settled in the city and at the University. 

We can give advice on 

▪ finding a place to live and dealing with Hamburg’s municipal 

offices 

▪ finding a childcare center or school  

▪ dual career - helping your partner look for employment 

getting started 

To help you get off to the best possible start at our University, we hold an 

welcome event at the beginning of every semester as well as a reception 

for newly appointed professors and junior research group leaders. 

Signing up for childcare centers and 
schools—first steps 

Childcare centers 

To sign up for a childcare center, you do not need to register your 

residence right away. If possible, you should register your residence 

3 months before childcare begins so that you can apply for a childcare 

voucher in a timely fashion. 

schools 

To sign up for a school, you first need to register your residence; schools 

should be nearby. To sign up for schools in grades 1–5 (primary and 

https://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/uhh/organisation/stabsstellen/berufungen/neuberufene.html
https://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/uhh/organisation/stabsstellen/berufungen/neuberufene.html
https://www.uni-hamburg.de/en/uhh/organisation/stabsstellen/berufungen/neuberufene.html
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/entry-residence/general-regulations/11725242/registration/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/entry-residence/general-regulations/11725242/registration/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/entry-residence/general-regulations/11725242/registration/
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middle/secondary school), you must register your residence by the 

beginning of the year. For all other grades, there is no set registration 

deadline. If you do not yet have a permanent residence or your children 

are in grades other than 1–5, you can contact the school you are 

interested in directly. The Service for Newly Appointed Professors is glad 

to help. 

Child benefit 

See the City of Hamburg’s website for comprehensive information about 

the child benefit. If you are already receiving the child benefit, notify the 

Family Benefits Department of the Federal Employment Agency  of your 

change of residence. Find the local office of the Family Benefits 

Department. 

Parental pay 

You can apply for parental allowance at your district office or digitally. 

FINDING THE BEST CHILDCARE CENTER / SCHOOL 
FOR MY CHILD 

KITAS 

▪ This is how childcare centers work in Hamburg. 

▪ Hamburg offers free childcare for 5 hours per day. For additional 

hours, there are income-based childcare fees.  

▪ For childcare, you need a childcare voucher for which you can also 

apply online. Here you can also find explanations in English about 

applying for a childcare voucher.  

▪ Find the childcare center that best suits your child. We are happy to 

advise you. 

https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/kids-family/11846034/child-benefit/
https://www.arbeitsagentur.de/en/child-allowance
https://web.arbeitsagentur.de/portal/metasuche/suche/dienststellen?ort=Hamburg_53.56740345_9.9971908&in=familienkassen
https://web.arbeitsagentur.de/portal/metasuche/suche/dienststellen?ort=Hamburg_53.56740345_9.9971908&in=familienkassen
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/kids-family/11845996/parental-allowance/
https://www.hamburg.com/publicservice/info/111043641/n0/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/kids-family/11845896/childcare/
https://www.hamburg.de/elternbeitrag/3032330/elternbeitrag-hoehe/
https://www.hamburg.com/child-care-education/16328172/kita-info/
https://www.hamburg.com/child-care-education/16375808/kita-voucher/
https://serviceportal.hamburg.de/HamburgGateway/Service/Entry/AFM-KitaG
https://www.hamburg.com/contentblob/14748180/14ab4b23e83540870f2ee41f6941f12a/data/daycare-voucher-application-online.pdf
https://www.hamburg.com/child-care-education/16351612/kita-placement/
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▪ You can also find childcare places at short notice at: elbkinder-kitas 

/ kita-awo / kita kinderzimmer.  

▪ Alternatively, you can use qualified nannies. 

 

schools 

▪ The Hamburg school system / parent guide for migrants 

▪ Hamburg has free preschools.  

▪ Find the primary school in your neighborhood online and figure out 

your child’s school route. 

▪ You can sign up for first grade at a primary school and for fifth grade 

at a middle or secondary school at the end of January / beginning of 

February of the same year. 

▪ If your child does not yet speak German, it can attend any preschool 

or primary school up to second grade. From third grade, school 

registration proceeds via the Schulinformationszentrum (SIZ),which 

will also find an appropriate school with classes designed to teach 

language skills (“integration classes”). 

▪ Bilingual schools in Hamburg  

▪ International schools in Hamburg Private schools: International 

School of Hamburg / Phorms / Moderne Schule Hamburg / Lycée 

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry de Hambourg 

Publicly funded schools: Deutsch Französisches Gymnasium 

Hamburg 

Downloads: Understanding Hamburg schools / Primary schools (map) / 

Middle/secondary schools  (map)  

 

 

Afternoon childcare / babysitters 

https://www.elbkinder-kitas.de/de/kita_finder/
https://www.kita-awo-hamburg.de/freie-kitaplaetze.html
https://www.kita-kinderzimmer.de/standorte/?_gl=1*hgakbg*_up*MQ..&gclid=EAIaIQobChMInPbMr6_khAMVtwQGAB2uxgMJEAAYASAAEgL4K_D_BwE
https://tagesmuetter-hamburg.de/fuer-eltern
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/school/11864882/school-structure/
https://www.hamburg.com/contentblob/11701412/cc3437464ee3026c60bd33d18dfa2bd7/data/understanding-school-in-hamburg.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/vorschule/
https://www.hamburg.de/schulweg/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/school/11864852/compulsory-schooling/
https://www.hamburg.de/weiterfuehrende-schulen/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/school/11864938/language-skills/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/school/11864958/school-information-centre/
https://www.hamburg.com/welcome/living/school/11864786/bilingual-classes/
https://www.ishamburg.org/
https://www.ishamburg.org/
https://hamburg.phorms.de/en/frontpage/
https://www.efhh.de/fr/bienvenue/
https://www.efhh.de/fr/bienvenue/
https://www.ishamburg.org/
https://www.ishamburg.org/
https://welcome.hamburg.de/contentblob/8970716/cc3437464ee3026c60bd33d18dfa2bd7/data/schule-in-hamburg-verstehen.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/64534/a5a571d7341de2f7bc70f6675abff3fe/data/bbs-br-zum-schulanfang.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/2742578/4219c15b36557c83791dd3a743aa5ae4/data/bsb-br-zum-schulanfang-karte.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/2036990/efb4335fa28f88e35f4a716687505708/data/broschuere-weiterfuehrende-schulen.pdf
https://www.hamburg.de/contentblob/1090762/f68b1ca6f8958e4266de0bf5c57999b1/data/karte.pdf
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▪ Find childcare and babysitters for the afternoon / after-school hours. 

▪ On the wanted ads platform Stellenwerk you can place your own 

search ad for childcare or tutoring. 

 

Professorial Appointments Unit 

Service for Newly Appointed Professors 

Contact 

Universität Hamburg 

Professorial Appointments Unit 

Mittelweg 177 

20148 Hamburg 

www.uni-hamburg.de/newly-appointed-professors-service  

service-newly-appointed@uni-hamburg.de 

 

Dr. Stefanie Lünsmann-Schmidt 

stefanie.luensmann-schmidt@uni-hamburg.de 
          Status: April 2024 

https://www.betreut.de/
https://www.stellenwerk.de/en/hamburg/
http://www.uni-hamburg.de/newly-appointed-professors-service
mailto:service-newly-appointed@uni-hamburg.de
mailto:stefanie.luensmann-schmidt@uni-hamburg.de

